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class and by the nobles, lay and spiritual. Henry,
who \vas proud of his theological attainments,
published, early in the controversy, his " Assertio
Septem Sacramentorum acl versus Martinum
Ltithcrum " (1521), which provoked a somewhat
scurrilous reply from the Reformer, and which led
Leo X. to grant to his royal supporter the title of
11 Defender of the Faith." More's attachment to the
beliefs of his childhood proved greater than his
affection for toleration, and he, too, joined in the
opposition to the u new heresy,1' But one man alone
seems to have fully appreciated the true meaning of
the Reformation and to have realised the danger
with which the Church was brought face to face.
\Volsey, though at one with the king in his adherence
to the old faith, saw that unless there could be some
improvement in the moral condition of the clergy
from within, that improvement would come from
without, and the anger aroused by the vices of
individuals would lead to the destruction of the
institution. And, indeed, the corruption of that
institution was so great as almost to warrant its
abolition. The vicious example of such Popes as
the infamous Alexander VI. had been all too faith-
fully followed by the subordinate clergy, and in most
cases the best that could be said of the spiritual
rulers of England was that they were too much
occupied in politics to be immoral So notorious
was the condition of many of the religious houses,
that Cardinal Morton had obtained a bull authorising
a limited measure of suppression, and he was obliged
to roundly rebuke one abbot for his scandalous con-